


Appendices

The Study — Part 2
Table A4: Family Study Group by Application Type (n=457)

Application Type %

B.C. (General) 37%
B.C. (Foster-to-Adopt) 14%
Child-Specific 12%
Other* 4%
Not Recorded 33%

*  Other includes Court Ordered (1), Direct (1), Interprovincial (B.C. Child) (9), Interprovincial (Other Child) (5), and Intercountry
(Other Child) (1).

Table A5: Child Age Preference for Adoption by Family Study Group (n=202 of 457)

_ All Families Aboriginal Families Non-Aboriginal Families

0-1 138 68.3% 34 66.7% 104 68.9%
2-5 164 81.2% 44 86.3% 120 79.5%
6-11 104 51.5% 24 47.1% 80 53.0%
12+ 34 16.8% 4 7.8% 30 19.9%
Notes:

1. An applicant can indicate more than one age category as their age preference. Applicants may be double counted. For
example, a family that selected ages 3-8 will appear in both the 2-5 and 6-11 categories.

2. Any application that did not identify an ethno-cultural background is identified as non-Aboriginal in this study.
Figure A3: Families Willing to Adopt by Most Commonly Recorded Special Needs of Children (n=457)

Diagnosed FAS/Partial 23%
Aggress 23%
Hyperacti 29%
Physical or Mental Develop 39%
Learning Disab 40%
Anxiety or Diagnosed Anxig 41%
Attachment Ig 42%
Abuse - Physical, Sexual o 46%
Prenatal Alcohol E 49%
Prenatal Drug EX 51%

0 10 20 30 40 50 60

Notes:
1. Afamily may consider a child with more than one special need recorded.

2. 188 applications did not have one identified factor and/or special need from the Adoption Questionnaire or home study
recorded in AMS.
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Appendix 2: Adoption Questionnaire Form

| RESET |

BRITISH | Ministry of Children
COLUMBIA | and Family Development

Che personal information requested on this form is collected under the authority of and will be used for the purpose of administering the Adoption Act. Under certain circumstances, the collected in(ormat\on]

ADOPTION QUESTIONNAIRE

may be subject to disclosure as per the Adoption Act and/or the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act. Any questions about the collection, use or disclosure of this information should be
directed to the Social Worker requesting the information.

All infants and children may have problems which could affect their future development. It is important to the adoption process to decide whether you would
be willing to parent a child with special needs. This questionnaire is designed to help you identify the background factors and special needs that you feel you
are able to consider in the child you wish to adopt. Complete this form and return it to the District Office of your Adoption Worker, who can be

contacted to obtain the mailing address™.

THIS FORM MUST ACCOMPANY THE APPLICATION TO ADOPT.

An Adoption Questionnaire Reference Guide has been prepared as a companion document to this questionnaire to provide some basic information about
the more commonly found conditions or special needs. This guide can be obtained from your Adoption Worker. You are encouraged to learn more about the
implications of adopting a child with special needs by talking with an adoption worker, doctor, and other professionals.

PLEASE CHECK THE APPROPRIATE BOX(ES):
NOTE: For Child Specific/Caregiver Adoptions only, complete only sections A, B, C, D, U and X.

A. Type of Application B. Age of Child/Children C. Gender D. Number of Children
1. [ ] British Columbia Adoption (Specify Years) of Child 1, [] Single
1. D Male
1. Ye t 2. Oldest 2. Twins

2. D Foster to Adopt ounges es 2 Female D w

(Child's Name) ! D 3. D 2 Siblings
3.[ ] Child Specific 3. []Either |14 [] 3 ormore Siblings

(Child's Name)
E. Religious Background/Spiritual Beliefs of Child F. Accepted Languages of Child Sought:

Sought:

1. D Buddhism 4. D Islam 7. D None
2. D Christianity 5. D Judaism
3. D Hinduism 6. D First Nation Spirituality
G. Accepted Ethno-Cultural Backgrounds of Child Sought:
1. D African 6. D Filipino 11. D Japanese
2. D Arab/West Asia 7. D First Nations 12. D Korean
3. Caribbean 8. ] Indian/IndoCanadian 13. [] Latin American
4. D Chinese 9. D Inuit 14. D Metis
5. D European/North American 10. D Inuvialuit 15. D Vietnamese

PLEASE DESCRIBE THE BACKGROUND FACTORS AND SPECIAL NEEDS YOU WOULD ACCEPT BY CHECKING THE
APPROPRIATE BOX(ES):

H. Child Conceived as a I. Premature Birth: J. Risks Identified at Birth:
Result of:
1.[] Incest 2.] Sexual 1.[ ] HighRisk  2.[ ] Low Risk/|| 1. [] Anoxia/Hypoxia 2.[] Low Birth Weight
Assault
K. Genetic Factors/Risks: L. Prenatal Alcohol/Drug Exposure:| | M. Alcohol/Drug Related Diagnoses:
1. D Allergies 5. D Mental Disability || 1. D Alcohol Exposure - Limited 1. D Alcohol - Related Neurodevelopmental
Disorder
2. Asthma 6. Mood Disord 2. Alcohol Exposure - Prolonged
D D ooa Bisorder D P g 2. D Fetal Alcohol Syndrome
3. D Diabetes 7. D Schizophrenia 3. D Drug Exposure - Limited 3. D Neonatal Abstinence Syndrome
4. D Epilepsy/Seizures 4. D Drug Exposure - Prolonged 4. D Partial Fetal Alcohol Syndrome

* For assistance in locating a worker in your region, contact Enquiry BC at 1-800-663-7867 or check the blue pages of your telephone directory for the
MCFD office nearest to you.

Security Classification
CF1048 (13/01) upon Completion:  PERSONAL PAGE 1 OF 2
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N. Intellectual Disabilities: P. Medical Diagnosis (physical/mental/behavioural):
1. D Down'’s Syndrome 1. D AIDS 9. D Autism 17. D Hepatitis C
2 D Mental Disability 2.[] Allergies - Other 10.[] Diabetes 18. [ ] Hydrocephalus

3. D Allergies - Pets 1. D Eating Disorder 19. D Mood Disorder
0. Physical Disabilities: 4.[] Allergies - Smoking 12.["] Epilepsy/Seizures 20. ] Personality Disorder

5.[] Anxiety Disorder 13.[] Failure to Thrive 21.["] Reactive Attachment Disorder
1. D Cerebral Palsy 6.[] As e i - . .

. perger’s Disorder 14.[] HIV Positive 22. ] Schizophrenia
2.[ ] Orthopaedic Irregularities | | 7. ] Asthma 15.[ ] Heart Defect 23.[ ] Short Life Expectancy
3. D Spina Bifida 8.[] Attention Deficit 16.[] Hepatitis B
Hyperactive Disorder
Q. Developmental Delay: R. Other Special Needs: S. Sensory Loss:
1. D Mental Development Delay 1. D Facial Irregularities 3. D Uses Wheelchair 1. D Hearing Impaired
2.[ ] Physical Developmental 2.[ ] Feeding/Special Diet 4.[ ] Walk with Assistance or 2.[ ] Vision Impaired
Delay Administration Mobility Aid

T. Learning Disabilities: U. Child has Experienced:
1.[] Oral Language 1. [] Abuse - Emotional 3. ] Abuse - Sexual 5. [] Multiple Caregivers/Attachment Issues
2.[ ] Reading/Writing 2. ] Abuse - Physical 4. [ ] Detrimental Parenting 6. [ ] Neglect

V. Child Exhibits:

1. D Aggression 5. D Hyperactivity 9. D Profound Dependency 13. D Withdrawal
2. D Anxiety 6. D Inappropriate Sexual Behaviour 10. D Soiling 14. D Child/Youth use
3.[] Bed-Wetting 7. [] Lying 1. [] Stealing Drugs/Alcohol
4. D Destructiveness 8. D Nightmares 12. D Temper Tantrums
W. Knowledge and/or Experience with Special Needs: X. Openness Requirements:
If you have direct knowledge and/or experience with significant medical, physical or
psychological special needs and would parent a child with those special needs, please Fully Disclosed ~ Semi-Open
describe: (e.g. Neurofibromatosis, Tourette’s Syndrome) Birth Parents D

Foster Parents D
Siblings D
[

Other

oo

Y. Acceptance of Access: | | Z. Accepted Birth Family Information Not Available:

1. D Access Order 1. D Mother’s Medical Information Not Available 4. D Father’s Medical Information Not Available

- . ’ i i ot Available . i i ot Available
2 Defacto Access 2 Mother’s Social Information Not Availabl 5 Father’s Social Information Not Availabl
3.[ ] NoAccess 3. [] Birth Father not known

PROSPECTIVE ADOPTIVE PARENT'S SIGNATURE ADOPTION WORKER CASELOAD #

PRINT NAME ADOPTION HOME FILE ID

PROSPECTIVE ADOPTIVE PARENT'S SIGNATURE DISTRICT OFFICE

PRINT NAME ADDRESS

DATE (YYYY/MM/DD) POSTAL CODE DISTRICT OFFICE CODE DATE (YYYY/MM/DD)

Security Classification
CF1048 (13/01) upon Completion: PERSONAL PAGE 2 OF 2
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Appendix 3: Adoption Initiatives in Canada

In Canada, adoption is an area of provincial responsibility. There is no federal oversight or funding for
adoptions of waiting children, and no national adoption practice standards or performance measures.
According to the Adoption Council of Canada, a national non-profit organization that raises public
awareness of adoption and promotes the placement of waiting children and youth, there are more than
78,000 children in the care of child welfare agencies in Canada. More than 30,000 of these children are
waiting to be adopted.”®

There have been few evaluations of provincial adoption programs and strategies informing successful
adoption programs in Canada. The Representative is unaware of any province that publicly reports
performance using timeliness measures in adoptions.

Alberta

Alberta public adoptions are overseen by the government of Alberta’s Human Services department. To
support permanency efforts, Alberta has implemented public adoption awareness campaigns such as

the televised campaigns known as Wednesday’s Child that profiles a waiting child or sibling group, and
public photo listing of profiles of children waiting to be adopted on the Alberta Human Services website.
Alberta also participates in the national photo listing website managed by the Adoption Council of
Canada.” (B.C. does not take part in this program.)

In 2004, Alberta revised its legislation to include the use of concurrent planning, emphasizing the
importance of finding permanent homes for children in care. Alberta aims to achieve permanency for
children in permanent care through private guardianships or adoptions. Even though it is a smaller
province, Alberta achieves permanency for more children annually than does B.C. Since 2007/08,
Alberta has placed about 350 children each year from permanent care with adoptive families. In 2012/13,
329 children in permanent care of the Alberta government were adopted and 203 children placed in
private guardianships.®

Alberta and New Brunswick have been cited by the Child Welfare League of Canada as examples of
Canadian provinces that have improved their programs through innovative and creative adoption

practices.*!

58 Adoption Council of Canada. (n.d.).

%9 http://www.canadaswaitingkids.ca

% Alberta. Ministry of Human Services. (n.d.).

¢! Denault, J. 2012, March. Policy Brief: Adoption and Foster Care in Canada.
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New Brunswick

In 2002, New Brunswick launched a three-year adoption initiative as part of its adoption re-design
project aimed to increase adoptions in that province. The initiative led to the creation of the New
Brunswick Adoption Foundation to head adoption public awareness campaigns for the province. The
re-design project included 25 new social worker positions and additional training was offered to social
workers to improve adoption services to children, birth parents and adoptive parents.®

The project had remarkable success, increasing the number of adoptions dramatically from fewer than
30 children per year before 2002 to 462 adoption placements during the three years of the program.®
After the conclusion of the three-year project, the New Brunswick Adoption Foundation continued its
public awareness activities and the number of adoption placements in the province has remained higher
than before, with an average of 50 adoption placements annually.®

Ontario

Since the Ontario government launched its 2005 Child Welfare Transformation Agenda, it has
implemented a number of strategies to support the expanded use of adoption. In 2011, Ontario made a
number of legislative and policy changes to its adoption program. These changes included:

* Amendments to the Act to remove legal barriers so that more children in permanent care can be
adopted, as these children have legally binding court orders preventing them from being adopted

* Introducing financial subsidies to families adopting children 10 years of age and older and sibling
groups

* Reducing the waitlist for home studies and establishing standard timelines, including a standard
home study process

e Doubling the number of Adoption Resource Exchanges (AREs) events that match prospective
adoptive families with children needing adoption.®

These initiatives increased adoptions in Ontario by 21 per cent from 2010. In 2012/13 there were

830 adoptions in Ontario.*

62 http://www.gnb.ca/cnb/news/fcs/2002¢0252fc.htm

% New Brunswick. Department of Social Development (formerly Family and Community Services). 2002, March 20.

4 New Brunswick. Department of Social Development (formerly Family and Community Services). 2005, November 4.
% New Brunswick. Department of Social Development (formerly Family and Community Services). 2012, 2014.

% QOntario Association of Children’s Aid Societies. (n.d.).
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Aboriginal Child (Adoption & CFCS Acts) — An Aboriginal Child, under the Adoption Act and
CFCS Act, means a child who is either:

* registered under the /ndian Act (Canada)

* has a biological parent who is registered under the Indian Act (Canada), who is a Nisga'a child, who is
a treaty First Nation child

* isunder 12 years of age and has a biological parent who is of Aboriginal ancestry, and considers
himself or herself to be Aboriginal, or,

e is 12 years of age or older, of Aboriginal ancestry and considers himself or herself to be Aboriginal.

Aboriginal Peoples of Canada — According to the Constitution Act, 1982 (Canada) Section 35(2),
“Aboriginal peoples of Canada” includes the Indian, Inuit and Métis peoples of Canada.

Aboriginal community — A child’s Aboriginal community is one to which the child has a connection
through culture, heritage or descent. It includes the community or communities with which the child
identifies and/or the Aboriginal communities that identify with a specific child/youth.

Abuse — Refers to any of the following: Physical abuse, Sexual abuse or Emotional abuse. Physical
abuse is any physical force or action that results, or could result, in injury to a child. It’s stronger than
what would be considered reasonable discipline. Sexual abuse is the use of a child for sexual gratification.
It includes sexual touching as well as non-touching abuse, such as making a child watch sexual acts.
Emotional abuse is a pattern of destructive behaviour or verbal attacks by an adult on a child. It can
include rejecting, terrorizing, ignoring, isolating, exploiting or corrupting a child.

Adoption — Adoption is a legal and social process whereby a person becomes the parent of a child. In
terms of the law, the adoptive parents have the same responsibility to an adopted child as a birth child.

Adoption Act — Legislation enacted in 1996 that governs private, public and inter-country adoptions in
British Columbia.

Adoption Education Program (AEP) — An Adoption Education Program (AEP) is a course that helps
prospective adoptive parents become more knowledgeable about adoption. Through this program, they
learn about the types of children who are awaiting adoption, and the issues faced by birth families and
adoptive families.

Adoption Management System (AMS) — The Adoption Management System (AMS) is MCFD’s

information technology to support adoption service delivery within the province.

Adoption Order — An adoption is legally completed by an Adoption Order granted by the court. When
an Adoption Order is granted the adopted child officially becomes the child of the adoptive parents, with
the birth parents ceasing to have any rights or obligations with respect to the child.

Adoption Plan — Adoption Plan is an after care plan for children in care. The purpose of this plan is to
achieve permanency for these children through adoption.
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Adoption Residency Period — Also known as the post-placement period, refers to the time a child is
placed with an adoptive family before the adoption has been legally completed. The ministry retains
guardianship responsibilities for children in these types of placements.

Alcohol Exposed — Children listed as Alcohol Exposed were identified by a ministry Guardianship or
Adoption Worker as having limited or prolonged exposure to alcohol in utero. This determination is
based on the worker’s assessment of information contained in the child’s file and any other information
available.

Alcohol Exposure — Limited: Limited alcohol exposure refers to the mother’s occasional use of alcohol
during pregnancy. Alcohol use is generally not a pattern throughout the pregnancy.

Alcohol Exposure — Prolonged: Prolonged alcohol exposure refers to a pattern or continuous and/or
heavy drinking by the mother during pregnancy.

Anxiety Disorder — Anxiety Disorders is the general term given to a number of disorders that are
characterized by anxiety that is chronic and pervasive enough to impair an individual’s daily functioning.
Anxiety Disorders have both psychological and physiological components.

Attention Deficit Hyperactive Disorder (ADHD) — The crucial primary features of Attention-Deficit/
Hyperactivity Disorder (ADHD) are inattention, hyperactivity and impulsivity. Many individuals exhibit
both inattention and hyperactivity-impulsivity. However, some exhibit a pattern of behavior that is
predominantly characterized by one or the other.

Alcohol related Neuro-developmental Disorder (ARND) — Describes the presence of the structural or
neurological brain abnormalities and/or the behavioural and cognitive problems associated with FAS,
without the characteristic facial or growth abnormalities, when it is known that there was significant
prenatal exposure.

Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD) — ASD is a complex condition that impacts normal brain
development and affects a person’s social relationships, communication, interests and behaviour.

Child, Family and Community Service Act (CFCS Act) — Legislation enacted in 1996 which governs
child protection in British Columbia.

Child Service (CS) file — A file opened when specific services are provided for children who are ‘in care’
of the Director or have a youth service or youth agreement.

Child Specific Adoption Placements — Refers to the placement of children in care with families that have
applied to adopt them specifically.

Child or youth in care — A child or youth who is in the custody, care or guardianship of a Director
(CFCS Act) or the director of adoption (Adoption Act).

Children and Youth with Special Needs — The term children and youth with special needs refers to those
children and youth up to 19 years of age who require significant additional educational, medical/health
and social/environmental support — beyond that required by children in general — to enhance or improve
their health, development, learning, quality of life, participation and community inclusion.
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Children and Youth with Special Needs (Adoption Questionnaire) — When prospective adoptive
families apply to adopt, they are asked to complete an adoption questionnaire, which indicates what type
of child they are interested in. They are considered to be interested in a child with special needs, when
they select children:

e Who are part of a sibling group of two, three or more
*  Whose genetic background includes schizophrenia or mood disorders

e Who have been diagnosed with a mental disability or Down’s syndrome or whose genetic background
suggests a risk of a mental disability

e Whose future development cannot be predicted because of prenatal or birth trauma or other factors
(i.e. the use of drugs or alcohol during pregnancy)

e Who have been diagnosed Alcohol-Related Neurodevelopmental Disorder, Neonatal Abstinence
Syndrome, Fetal Alcohol Syndrome or Partial Fetal Alcohol Syndrome.

e Who have intellectual and or physical developmental delays

e Who have medical or mental health diagnosis or are at risk for developing them
*  Who are at risk of developing learning disabilities

¢ Who have experienced physical, sexual and/or emotional abuse or neglect

*  Who exhibit significant emotional and or behavioural problems.

Comprehensive Plan of Care (CPOC) — An action-based planning tool for children and youth in care
that is used to identify specific developmental objectives based on continuous assessments of the child/
youth’s evolving needs and the outcomes of previous decisions and actions. Care plans are completed by
the child/youth’s child welfare worker with the involvement of the child or youth, his or her family and
extended family, the caregiver(s), service providers, other significant people in the child’s life, and the
Aboriginal community if the child is Aboriginal.

Concurrent planning — Concurrent planning involves social workers working with families toward
reunification while developing alternative permanency plans (such as adoption).

Continuing Custody Order (CCO) — While many children only come into the care of the ministry for
a brief period of time, the ministry’s relationship with children under a Continuing Custody Order is
longer-term in nature. A Continuing Custody Order means that the Director of Child Welfare is the sole
guardian of the child and the Public Guardian and Trustee manages the child’s estate.

Cultural Safety Agreement — The intent of the Cultural Safety Agreement is to facilitate a child’s
internalization of his or her culture. When an Aboriginal child in care is to be adopted by a non-
Aboriginal family, that child must be provided with a plan to preserve his or her cultural identity and
connectedness to his or her extended family and community.

Custom adoption — Custom adoption is a term that is recognized as meaning the cultural practices of
Aboriginal peoples to raise a child, by a person who is not the child’s parent, according to the custom of
the First Nations and/or Aboriginal community of the child.
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Delegated Aboriginal Agency (DAA) — Through delegation agreements, the Provincial Director of

Child Protection (the Director) gives authority to Aboriginal agencies, and their employees, to undertake
administration of all or parts of the CFCS Act. The amount of responsibility undertaken by each agency is
the result of negotiations between the ministry and the Aboriginal community served by the agency, and
the level of delegation provided by the Director.

Director — A person designated by the Minister of Children and Family Development under the CFCS
Act. The Director may delegate any or all of his or her powers, duties and responsibilities under the Act.

Director of Adoptions — A person designated by the Minister of Children and Family Development
under Section 76.1 of the Adoption Act. The Director may delegate any or all of his or her powers, duties
and responsibilities under the Act.

Drug Exposure — Limited: Limited drug exposure refers to the occasional use of small amounts of illegal
or prescription drugs by the mother during pregnancy.

Drug Exposure — Prolonged: Prolonged drug use defined as a sustained pattern of drug use by the
mother throughout her pregnancy.

Exceptions Committee — The Exceptions Committee is a ministry body that receives requests from social
workers for approval to place Aboriginal children in a non-Aboriginal adoption placement. An exception
to ministry policies prioritizing Aboriginal placements is required when an Aboriginal adoptive family
cannot be found so an appropriate non-Aboriginal adoptive family can be considered.

Fetal Alcohol Syndrome (FAS) — A condition affecting some children born to women who drink alcohol

during pregnancy.

Fetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorder (FASD) — FASD is an umbrella term describing the range of effects caused
by prenatal exposure to alcohol. These may include physical, mental, behavioural, and/or learning disabilities.

First Nation — The term “First Nations peoples” refers to status and non-status “Indian” peoples in Canada.

Foster to Adopt Placements — Placement of the child in a foster home willing to adopt the child should
reunification fail.

Foster care — Means a family or persons approved by and funded by the Director, to care for children
who are in the care, custody and guardianship of the Director. Family care services are provided from
private homes lived in and maintained by the foster parents. Foster care includes Restricted, Regular,
Level 1, Level 2, and Level 3 Family Care Homes. Persons who provide family care services are referred
to as family care parents, foster parents or as a foster family.

Guardianship — The person or people with guardianship of a child is/are responsible for the care and
upbringing of, and decision making about, that child.

Hague Convention — Refers to the 1993 Hague Convention on Protection of Children and Cooperation
in Respect of Intercountry Adoption. The convention outlined and ratified the terms and conditions for
the adoption of children from other countries, which ensure that international adoptions are conducted
in a child’s best interests and with respect for their fundamental rights. Canada ratified the Hague
Convention in 1997 and it has the force of law in British Columbia.
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High Special Needs Homes — Homes that are willing to accept a child with any of the following:
*  Premature Birth — High risk

*  Genetic Risks — Mental Disability, Mood Disorder, Schizophrenia

*  Prenatal Alcohol & Drug Exposure — Prolonged exposure

*  Drug- and Alcohol- Diagnoses — Neonatal Abstinence Syndrome (NAS)/Fetal Alcohol Syndrome/Fetal
(FAS)/Partial FAS/Alcohol-Related Neurological Disorder

»  Intellectual Disabilities — Downs Syndrome, Mental Disability
*  Physical Disabilities — Cerebral Palsy/ Spina Bifida

*  Medical Diagnoses — AIDS/ Asperger’s Disorder/ Autism/ Heart Defect/ Hepatitis B/ Hepatitis C/
HIV Positive/ Hydrocephalus/ Mood Disorder/ Personality Disorder/ Reactive Attachment Disorder/
Schizophrenia/ Short Life Expectancy/Anxiety Disorder/Asthma/ ADHD/Diabetes/Eating Disorders/
Epilepsy/Seizures/Failure to thrive/Sensory Loss.

Home study — A home study includes an assessment by a social worker of the prospective adoptive
parent(s) through visits to the home, and an educational component to prepare the prospective adoptive
parent(s) to meet the needs of the adopted child.

Intercountry or International Adoption — This is the process to adopt a child from another country,
including a relative living abroad. International Adoptions have to abide by B.C. adoption laws,
Canadian immigration rules and the laws of the child’s country of origin.

Mental Disability — The term mental disability is used to describe significant deficits in an individual’s
intellectual functioning and social adaptive behaviour originating during the developmental period
from birth to 18 years. Levels of mental disability include mild, moderate and severe deficits based on

1.Q. ranges.

Meétis — People of mixed First Nation and European ancestry who identify themselves as Métis, as distinct
from First Nations people, Inuit or non-Aboriginal people. The Métis have a unique culture that draws
on their diverse ancestral origins, such as Scottish, French, Ojibway and Cree.

MIS / SWS — Management Information System (MIS) Social Work System (SWS). Also called SWS /
MIS. It is MCFD’s information technology to support social work across the province.

Neglect — Refers to the gross lack of attention to the physical and or emotional needs of a child by their
birth parents or caregivers.

Neonatal Abstinence Syndrome (NAS) — The medical diagnosis given when a baby exhibits the medical
and behavioural signs of withdrawal from substances such as opiates, cocaine, amphetamines, alcohol and
other drugs.

Partial FAS (Fetal Alcohol Syndrome) — The term used to describe those children born with evidence of
some of the characteristic facial abnormalities associated with FAS and evidence of one other component
(growth deficiency or central nervous system impairment) when it is known that there was significant
prenatal exposure.
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Permanency — Permanency in child welfare means a legally enduring, nurturing family for every child.
Permanency is generally considered to have three dimensions:

e Relational permanence consists of enduring, loving, and trusting relationships with parents or foster
parents, and access to extended family, siblings and friends.

*  Physical permanence, often referred to as ecological permanence, is characterized by stability of
environment, which includes school, community and neighbourhood.

* Legal permanence consists of the court determined relationship between the child and primary
caregiver(s).

Placement — An adoptive placement is the start of the child’s official residency period with their adoptive
family.

Placement Breakdown — Sometime referred to as placement dissolution, a placement breakdown is the
unplanned termination of an adoption placement after the adoption has been legally completed by court
order.

Placement Disruption — The term placement disruption refers to the unplanned termination of an
adoptive placement prior to the legal completion of the adoption.

Placement with Aboriginal Community — Children and youth with this plan will be placed with a
family in an Aboriginal community.

Placement with Extended Family / Relative — Children and youth with this plan will return to the care
of an extended family member or relative when they are discharged from care.

Plan for Independence — A plan for youth that are transitioning or aging out of care. Youth with this
after-care plan live independently and are provided with opportunities to enhance their independent
living skills while receiving financial and emotional support from the ministry.

Post Adoption Assistance (PAA) — PAA provides financial support to adoptive families for children
placed through the ministry who are designated as having special needs. The program provides two
methods of financial support — a basic maintenance payment and coverage for specific services such as
respite, therapy or equipment.

Proposal — A proposal occurs when a ministry worker discusses the possible placement of a specific
waiting child with an approved adoptive family.

Return to Parents — Children and youth with this plan will return to their parent(s) when they are
discharged from care.

SAFE Assessment — The Structured Analysis Family Evaluation (SAFE) is the tool the ministry uses for
assessing, evaluating and completing adoption and resource home studies.

Sibling Groups — Sibling groups consist of two or more children as identified on the Social Worker
Management Information System (MIS). This includes step-siblings as well as biological siblings.

Significant Adult — An adult who engages in a caring, supportive and long-term relationship with a child
or youth.
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Special Needs Adoptive Homes — Homes that are willing to accept a child with any of the following:
*  Child Conceived as a result of — any

*  Risks ldentified at Birth — any

Prenatal Alcohol & Drug Exposure — Limited exposure

*  Genetic Risks — Asthma, Epilepsy/Seizures, Diabetes

*  Characteristics — any

*  Diagnoses — any not covered in High Special section

*  Orthopedic Irregularities — any

*  Developmental Delays — any

*  Other special needs — any

*  Learning Disabilities — any

* Any child over two-years-old that does not have any high special needs.

Substitute Care — Children and youth with this plan are placed in family care homes or specialized
residential services. These placements may last until the child or youth ages out of care.

Transfer of Custody (54.1) — Transfer of Custody under section 54.1 of the CFCS Act allows a person
other than a child’s/youth’s parent to be the guardian of a child/youth, who is in the continuing custody
of the ministry, until they are age 19 years.

Transfer of Custody (54.01) — Transfer of Custody under section 54.01 of the CFCS Act allows a person
other than a child’s/youth’s parent to be the guardian of a child/youth until they are age 19 years. This
option is an alternative to bringing the child/youth into the Director’s care and applying for permanence
after a Continuing Custody Order.

Youth — A person is considered a youth under the CFCS Act who is 16 years of age or over but under 19
years of age.
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