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BRITISH COLUMBIA CHILDREN AND YOUTH IN CARE
AT RISK OF SEXUALIZED VIOLENCE - RCY REPORT

VICTORIA - An alarming number of girls in the care of the provincial government — including a highly
disproportionate number of Aboriginal girls — have been the victims of sexualized violence while in care,
says a report released today by British Columbia’s Representative for Children and Youth.

The report, an aggregate review of critical injury reportables involving sexualized violence received from
the Ministry of Children and Family Development (MCFD) between 2011 and 2014, shows that at least
121 children and youth were the victims of sexualized violence while in government care. Of those 121
children and youth, 109 were girls. And of those girls, 74 were Aboriginal, confirming that this cohort is
particularly vulnerable.

The actual number of children in care who experienced sexualized violence during this reporting period is
likely far higher, Representative Mary Ellen Turpel-Lafond said, because such incidents are typically
under-reported or not reported until well after they occur. Her report, Too Many Victims: Sexualized
Violence in the Lives of Children and Youth in Care, concludes that B.C.’s foster kids remain at high risk
for such abuse.

“These are disturbing numbers when you consider that we are talking about young people who in many
cases are already traumatized, who can no longer live with their families, and whose protection is the
responsibility of the government,” Turpel-Lafond said. “Clearly, there is an urgent need to better prevent
and to respond more appropriately to sexualized violence against children and youth in care — particularly
when it comes to Aboriginal girls.”

Sixty-one per cent of the children and youth in this review who experienced sexualized violence were
Aboriginal girls despite the fact that Aboriginal girls comprised only about 25 per cent of the total
children in care in B.C. during the time frame examined. Female victims in this review who were age 12
or younger at the time of the incidents were four times more likely to be Aboriginal than non-Aboriginal,
while female victims between the ages of 13 and 18 were twice as likely to be Aboriginal.

Among other troubling findings of Too Many Victims is the fact that one-quarter of the reported incidents
that occurred in care placements were perpetrated by the child or youth’s foster parent — representing a
massive breach of trust for these children. More than one-third of sexualized violence incidents that
occurred in care settings were perpetrated by another child or youth in the same placement as the victim.
And nearly 20 per cent of the children and youth in the review harmed themselves or attempted suicide,
usually within a year of disclosing the sexualized violence.
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While the review examined sexualized violence against children and youth in care reported during a
three-year period ending in 2014, more recent reportables from MCFD show there is continued cause for
concern. In 2015/16 alone, there were 112 incidents of sexualized violence reported against children and
youth in government care. Female victims were more than six times as prevalent as males in these cases
with Aboriginal girls being victimized almost twice as often as non-Aboriginal girls. Sexualized violence
was a factor in 21 per cent of the 530 critical injuries of children and youth in care reported by MCFD to
the Representative for 2015/16.

Yet despite continued prevalence, this review finds that there is still not one specific policy or set of
practice standards to guide B.C. social workers in their role as the guardian of children or youth who
experience sexualized violence while in care. Consequently, actions taken by social workers in these
cases are varied and inconsistent, leaving children and youth potentially at risk for further abuse and long-
lasting harm. The Representative finds that the underlying systems and supports required to prevent
sexual victimization and to support victims are underdeveloped, underfunded and uncoordinated.

"Sexualized violence is experienced far too often by children and youth in care and we've known this for
some time,” Turpel-Lafond said. “The question is: What are we going to do about that?

“There is much we can do to both prevent this abuse and to better support children and youth who have
experienced it, so that they don’t have a life-long vulnerability to sexualized violence. Prime among the
responses is to have strong Child Advocacy Centres, such as the Sheldon Kennedy Centre in Calgary.
Aboriginal children and youth need these kinds of facilities, focused on their unique needs, to begin to
address sexualized violence without blaming victims and further isolating them from their families,
communities and caregivers.”

The report recommends that the Ministry of Public Safety and Solicitor General lead the development and
implementation of a network of Child and Youth Advocacy Centres in B.C., with the first phase being the
establishment of several CYACs serving Aboriginal children and youth and their communities.

The Representative also calls for MCFD to ensure that adequate policy, standards and training are
provided to social workers and others working with this population to address prevention and treatment of
children and youth in care with regard to sexualized violence, with a particular focus on Aboriginal girls.
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