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HOW YOU CAN HELP 

The Youth Who Need Support: 

• Nearly 8,000 children and youth are in care of the B.C. government or on Youth 
Agreements that support them to live independently. 
 

• Almost half of the 700 youth who will turn 19 and age out of care this year will go on 
income assistance within six months of the day they leave care. 

 
• About 40 per cent of B.C.'s homeless population were in government care at some 

point in their lives. 
 
• More than 100 students formerly in B.C. government care are pursuing post-

secondary schooling on a tuition waiver or bursary. 
 
• Basic living expenses for students – including rent, phone, internet and transit – are 

estimated at more than $12,000.  

We know education is a key driver to creating brighter, more successful futures. 
Collectively, we can help the dream of post-secondary education become more of a 
reality for youth who have been in care in B.C. 

To date, 11 B.C. post-secondary institutions have answered the call to waive tuition for 
former youth in care.* This is a huge step in helping these students overcome the 
financial burden of further education, but that is not the only issue they face. Living 
expenses while attending school are significant and challenging. 

Please join business, private donors and government to build the Youth Futures 
Education Fund. Together, we can be part of a solution that gives former youth in care 
the opportunity to succeed alongside their peers and enables them to fully contribute to 
their communities. 

 
 
 
If you have any questions about Vancouver Foundation, please contact: Craig Hikida at 
Craig.Hikida@vancouverfoundation.ca or 604.629.5360.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*Some institutions do this in the form of a bursary 
 

mailto:Craig.Hikida@vancouverfoundation.ca?subject=Question%20to%20Vancouver%20Foundation
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B.C. Post-Secondary Institutions  
Youth in Care Tuition Program 

 
 

 B.C. Post-Secondary Institutions that waive tuition  
for former youth in care* 
 

1 British Columbia Institute of Technology  
 

2 Camosun College 
 

3 Justice Institute of British Columbia 
 

4 Kwantlen Polytechnic University 
 

5 Langara College 
 

6 Nicola Valley Institute of Technology  
 

7 Simon Fraser University 
 

8 University of British Columbia (and UBCO) 
 

9 University of Northern British Columbia 
 

10 University of Victoria 
 

11 Vancouver Island University 
 

 
    *Some institutions do this in the form of a bursary 
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Youth Futures Education Fund Advisory Committee 
 
 

NAME/TITLE ORGANIZATION/CONTACT 
 

CHAIR: 
 

John Greschner 
Executive Lead, External Relations 
and Strategic Direction 

 
 

 
Office of the Representative for Children and Youth 
PH:  250-356-2300 

 

VICE-CHAIR: 
 

Maureen Young 
Acting Director 
Community Leadership 

 
 
 

Coast Capital Savings 
PH:  250-483-8779 

 

Heather Bayes 
Interior Region Delegate,  
Board of Directors 

 

BC Federation of Foster Parent Associations 

 

Kevin Brewster 
ADM, EFO, Financial and 
Management Services 

 

Ministry of Advanced Education 
Assistant:  Cindy Shang 
PH:  250-356-2496 

 

Tami Currie 
Executive Director 
Strategic Directions 

 

Ministry of Children and Family Development 
PH: 250-387-7410   

 

Jennifer Davenport 
Deputy Public Guardian & Trustee 

 

Public Guardian and Trustee 
PH:  604-660-4423 

 

Colin Ewart 
President 

 

BC Colleges 
PH:  250-595-4866 

 

Emily Goncalves 
Student Representative 

 

Vancouver Island University 

 

Jennifer Jensen-Richards 
Coordinator, Financial Aid and 
Awards 

 

Vancouver Island University 
Jennifer.Jensen-Richards@viu.ca 
PH:  250-753-3245 x 2292 

 

William Litchfield 
Director, Advancement and 
Alumni Relations 

 

Vancouver Island University 
PH:  250-740-6602 

 

Blair Littler 
Vice-President 
 

 

        Research /Universities’ Council of BC 
        PH: (250) 480-4869 

 

mailto:Jennifer.Jensen-Richards@viu.ca
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NAME/TITLE ORGANIZATION/CONTACT 
 

Rita Lord 
Finance Director 
 

 

Victoria Foundation 
PH:  250-381-5532 

 

Nella Nelson 
Director, Aboriginal Nation 
Education Division 

 

School District No. 61 (Greater Victoria) 
nnelson@sd61.bc.ca 
PH: 250-475-4123 

 

Lana Quinn  
Director 

 

Trevor Linden Foundation 

 

Jules Wilson 
Executive Director 

 

Federation of BC Youth in Care Networks 
Direct:  604-527-7769 
Cell: 778-389-9492 

 

Kim Winchell 
Director, Social Impact 
 

 

United Way of the Lower Mainland 
kimw@uwlm.ca 
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