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B.C.’s  Representat ive  for  Chi ldren and Youth  renews ca l l  for  tangible ,  on -
t h e- ground changes  to  ensure  chi ld  wel l - being   

 
Victor ia  –  On e year  af ter  the  h igh -p rof i le  rep ort  focu s in g  on th e 
p reventab le  d eath  o f  an  11 -year-o ld  boy  in  the  Fraser  Val ley,  B .C .’s  
in depen dent  overs ight  off i ce  for  ch i ldren and you th  says  more  mu st be  
d on e to  en sure youn g  p eople  are  safe  and  su pp orted to  thr ive  in  the  
p rov in ce .   
 
Ju ly  16 ,  2025 ,  marks  th e on e -year  ann iversary  of  th e re lease  of  D on’t  Look  
Away  –  How one boy ’s  stor y  has  the  power  to  sh i f t  a  system of  care  for  
ch i ldren  and youth ,  i s su ed by  B .C .’s  Representat ive  for  Chi ld ren an d You th 
D r.  Jen ni fer  Char lesworth .  I t  sh are s  the story  of  “Co lby ”  and  h is  fami ly,  an d 
th e  many ways  in  wh ich  var iou s  systems of  care  let  them down .  I t  a l so  
d escr ib es  the  c i rcumstan ces  and  missteps  that  led  to  h i s  h orr i f i c  tor tu re  
and  d eath  in  2021 at  th e  h and s  o f  ex ten ded fami ly  careg ivers ,  wh i le  in  th e 
care  of  the  p rov in c ia l  govern ment .   
 
“On e of  th e most  heart-b reak in g  f in d ings  of  th i s  report  was  th at  th i s  
b eau t i fu l  ch i ld ’s  many cr i t i ca l  in ju r ies  an d h is  d eath  cou ld  h ave  been  
p revented ,”  sa id  Char lesworth .  “ I  want  to  ackn owled ge th e 
in comp reh en s ib le  gr ief  and  loss  th at  th i s  ch i ld ’s  fami ly,  those  wh o loved  
h im,  an d the  commu n it ies  h e was connected to  cont inu e to  exper ien ce .  I  
want  to  b e ab le  to  te l l  th em th at  we  h ave  learn ed  and  th at  th in gs  are  b etter  
for  ch i ld ren an d fami l ies  in  B .C . ,  bu t  I  n eed to  see more ch an ge  on the  
groun d before I  am ab le  to  do  th at .”  
 
Th e rep ort  in c lud es a  systemic  rev iew of  key  themes that  were prevalent  in  
Co lby ’s  l i fe ,  and  the l i ves  of  many young  peop le  who h ave b een in jured or  
d ied  wh i le  receiv ing  govern ment  ser v ices .  A  centra l  exp er ien ce  o f  th e 
youn g  p eople  in  the report  i s  the  p re va len ce of  v io len ce  in  th e i r  l i ves ,  and  
th e  intergen erat iona l  p resen ce of  v io len ce  in  the i r  fami l ies ’  l i ves .  “End in g  
th e  s i len ce on  v io len ce  and bu i ld in g  our  co l lect ive  cap ac i ty  to  ef fect ive ly  
resp on d to  int imate p artn er  and  fami ly  v io len ce wh en i t  occu rs ,  and  th en  
h e lp in g  fami l ies  and  commun it ies  h ea l ,  i s  c r i t i ca l ,”  sa id  Ch ar lesworth .    
Oth er  systemic  i ssues  add ressed  in  th e report  in c lu de  lack  of  fami ly  su pport  
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to  prevent  or  mi t igate  cr i ses  and  p rotect ion  con cern s ,  inequ i tab le  supp orts  
for  ex tend ed  fami ly  careg iv in g  ar ran gements ,  s ign i f i cant weakn esses  in  
interagen cy co l laborat ion and  commun icat ion ,  and th e r i sks  of  confu s ion 
over  resp on s ib i l i t ies  as  Nat ion s t ran s i t ion  to  h av in g  ju r i sd ict ion  over  th e ir  
own  ch i ld  we lfare  systems.   
 
Th e D on’t  Look  Away  rep ort  lays  a  b lu ep r int  for  a  n ew p ath  forward for  
f i x in g  what  Char lesworth  d escr ibes  as  an  “ou td ated ,  s i loed ,  d i scr imin atory ”  
ch i ld  we lfare  system th at  requ ires  “a  complete  overhau l .”  
 
“Wh en  we re leased  ou r  rep ort ,  t h en Min ister  of  Ch i ldren  an d Fami ly  
D eve lop ment Min ister  Grace Lore sp oke on  b eh a lf  of  govern ment  and  
s in cere ly  an d h u mb ly  d eclared h er  an d th e  govern ment ’s  commitment  to  
f u l f i l l in g  th e v i s ion  and  accept in g a l l  recommen dat ions  p resented  in  D on’t  
Look  Away ,”  sa id  Char lesworth .  “Whi le  some imp ortant  ch an ges h ave b een 
made  and  the  commitment remain s ,  we  mu st  a l l  work  h ard er  to  en sure th at  
we do  n ot  tu rn  away f rom ch i ld ren,  you th  and fami l ies  esp ec ia l ly  at  th i s  
ch a l len gin g t ime in  h i story.”   
 
Ch ar lesworth  says  Co lby ’s  story  i l luminated th e inten si f y ing  u rgen cy  th at  
su rroun d s youn g  p eop le  and  th e i r  fami l ies  cu rrent ly  as  th ey  face  p ressu re  
on nu merous  f ronts  in c lud in g  af ford ab i l i ty,  h ou s in g ,  mental  hea l th ,  and  th e 
imp acts  of  the  esca lat in g  tox ic  dru g cr i s i s .  “ Th e pressures  th at  fami l ies  are  
exp er ien c in g n ow  are h av in g a  d irect  an d p rofou nd  impact  on  ch i ld  we l l -
b e in g ,”  sa id  Ch ar lesworth .  “ I  kn ow government  jo in s  me in  be ing  d eep ly  
con cern ed abou t our  youn g  p eople  and h as  good  intent ion s,  bu t  I  am v ery  
con cern ed th at  wi th  f i sca l  l imi tat ion s  th ese good intent ion s  wi l l  n ot  
t ran s late  into  t imely  on - the- ground  imp rovements  for  youn g  p eople  and 
th e i r  fami l ies ,”  sa id  Ch ar lesworth .  
 
Ch ar lesworth  says  her  top p r ior i ty  of  Don ’ t  Look Away i s  to  sh i f t  
govern ment  away f rom a  ch i ld  we lfare  system focu sed  on ch i ld  p rotect ion 
to  a  n ew “North  Star ”  th at  focu ses  on su pp ort in g th e wel l -b e in g of  youn g 
p eop le  h ol i st i ca l ly.  “ Th i r ty  years  of  reports  h ave  been  te l l in g  u s  th at  we 
u rgent ly  need  to  sh i f t  ou r  sys tem. Tod ay  we are  c loser  to  th at  
t ran sformat ion a l  v is ion,  b u t we  mu st  cont inue  the  momentu m.”   
 
Ch ar lesworth  n ote s  key  areas  of  p osi t ive  govern ment  p rogress  re lated to  
h er  recommen d at ion s  in c lu din g:  
 
-  Government immediate ly  acted to  estab l i sh  a  govern an ce and  

accou ntab i l i ty  st ru ctu re across  min istr ies  and  h as  mad e p rogress  
toward s  a  cross - government  ch i ld  we l l -b e in g strategy and act ion p lan .   
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-  Al l  min istr ies  th at  su pp ort  ch i ldren and fami l ies  h ave assessed  work  
u nd erway th at  can  b e exp ed i ted and exp and ed immediate ly  wh i le  
work in g toward s the  lon ger- term v i s ion  and  tran sformat ion .  

-  Th e Min istry  of  Ch i ld ren an d Fami ly  D eve lop ment  h as  ren ewed  i ts  
commitment  to  F i rst  Nat ion s to  su pport  se l f - d etermin at ion  and  
restorat ion  o f  ju r i sd ict ion  over  th e ir  ch i ld ren’s  we lfare .   

-  New tra in in g  h as  been de l ivered to  over  800 ch i ld  we lfare  workers  to  
en su re  th at  th ey are  b etter  prep ared  to  work wi th  Nat ion s wh o are  
resu min g  jur i sd ict ion  over  ch i ld  and  fami ly  ser v ices .   

-  Over  90 percent of  youn g  p eople  are  now b e in g seen wi th in  90 d ays  
as  per  Min istry  of  Ch i ld ren an d Fami ly  D eve lop ment po l i cy.  
Informat ion i s  co l lected  and  mon i tored in  rea l  t ime.  

-  Min istr ies  are  work in g  together  to  estab l i sh  an  ou tcomes -b ased 
f ramework  to  measu re  ch i ld  and  you th wel l -be in g and  en su re  that  
investments  are  d irected toward s so lu t ion s th at  make a  pos i t ive  
d i f feren ce .   

 
Areas  that  Char lesworth  po ints  to  as  n eed in g more attent ion  and  act ion 
in c lu de:  
 
-  Fami ly  sup port  –  Wh i le  govern ment  i s  committed  to  enh an c in g 

p revent ive ,  ser v ices  more mu st  b e done to  su pport  fami l ies  –  
in c lu d in g bas ic  in come and  h ou s in g supp ort .   

-  Vio len ce  –  More need s to  b e don e  to  centre  the  n eed s  o f  youn g  
p eop le  in  on go in g  v io len ce prevent ion  work at  the  p rov in cia l  leve l .   

-  Ex ten ded fami ly  careg iver s  mu st  receive  ad eq uate  resou rces  to  
su pp ort  the i r  su ccess .   

-  Staf f in g  -  Desp i te  govern ment ’s  con siderab le  ef for ts  to  f i l l  ch i ld  
we lfare  workforce  vacan c ies  across  the  p rov in ce ,  d emand s  ou tstr ip  
th e  cu rrent  workforce  capac i ty  in  many ch i ld - ser vin g ro les .   

-  Col lab orat ion  –  Thus  far,  govern ment has  been  work in g interna l ly  and 
h as  not  done  enough  to  tap  into  th e knowled ge ,  wisdom an d 
creat iv i ty  o f  Nat ions ,  o th er  sectors  an d commu nity  ser v ices  to  f in d  
b etter  ways  to  support  ch i ldren ,  you th and  fami l ies .   
 

“ Th ese  are  ch a l len gin g  t imes .  Govern ment  h as  good  intention s an d i s  
makin g p rogress ,  bu t  we  kn ow f rom p ast  exp er ien ce th at  many reports  end  
u p s i tt in g  on the  she l f.  We owe i t  to  Colby  to  n ot look  away.  A l l  o f  u s  h ave a  
ro le  to  p lay to  su pport  youn g  p eople .  We mu st  act  for  k ids  n ow i f  we  want  
to  see ou r  p rov in ce th r ive  in  the  fu ture ,”  sa id  Ch ar lesworth.  
 
Med ia contact  –  Sara  Dar l in g 778 679 2588  
 


